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            Unit: A Hero’s Journey
English Ten World Literature/Mod _____




Semester II
The Ultimate Safari by Nadine Gordimer page 1364-1372, WM

1. Who is the author of The Ultimate Safari? What year was she born? 

2. What is the cultural context/origin?

3. What is apartheid? 

Some facts about the author:

-Described herself as “not a politically minded person by nature.”

-ten novels and nine story collections reflect politics of South African society

-three books were banned

-daughter of Lithuanian Jewish immigrants

-Raised in a segregated society 

-she was actively opposed to apartheid which enabled a white minority to control and oppress the country’s black majority

-hid friends from the police

-Awarded the Nobel Prize in 1991

-“The Ultimate Safari” depicts the effects of civil war in Mozambique through the eyes of a young girl.

During Reading

4. What happened to the little girl’s mother? Her father?

5. How many members were in the little girl’s family not including her parents? Who were they?

6. Describe the difference in physical appearance between the grandmother and grandfather.

7. On page 1368, why does the elephant have such a powerful impact on the little girl?

8. What happens to the grandfather? What symbolizes this?

9. What is the little brother’s condition (page 1371)?

10. When they are in the tent (page 1371), how old is the little girl? Her little brother?

11. What type of work was the grandmother able to get?

12. What do the shoes represent to the children and the grandmother on page 1372?

After Reading

13. How does the grandmother’s perspective of returning to Mozambique differ from the little girl’s and why do you believe there is a difference?
14. Why did Nadine Gordimer give this story the title, “The Ultimate Safari?”

15. Who is the hero in story? Why? Be specific.
16. What insight does the reader gain about apartheid in this story? Be specific. 
Before Reading


What is a symbol? Think about your future. Pick an object that would represent your future. Why did  you choose this object, and what does it symbolize for you?








